BED-TOP-----REED.

redstart (Phcsnicura tithys) is distinguished
from the common redstart by being sooty
black on the breast and belly where the
other is reddish brown, and is only an occa-
sional visitor to Great Britain. The Ameri-
can redstart is a small bird of the family
Musicapidse or fly-catchers, common in most
parts of North America.

Red-top, a well-known species of bent-
grass, the Agrostis vulgaris, highly valued in
United States for pasturage and hay for
cattle. Called also English Grass and Herds-
grass.

Beductio ad absurdum, a species of ar-
gument much used in geometry, which
proves not the thing asserted, but the ab-
surdity of everything which contradicts it
In this way the proposition is not proved in
a direct manner by principles before laid
down, but it is shown that the contrary is
absurd or impossible.

Reduction, in arithmetic, the bringing of
numbers of one denomination into another,
as farthings to shillings, or shillings to far-
things; pounds, ounces, pennyweights, and
grains to grains, or grains to pounds.

Reduction, in Scots law, an action for
setting aside a deed, writing, &c. The ob-
ject of this class of actions is to reduce and
set aside deeds, services, decrees, and rights,
whether heritable or movable, against which
the pursuer of the action can allege and in-
struct sufficient legal grounds of reduction.

Red-water, a disease of cattle, and occa-
sionally of sheep, in which the appetite and
rumination become irregular, the bowels
speedily become constipated, and the urine
reddened with broken-down red globules of
blood. It is caused by eating coarse, indi-
gestible, innutritive food, by continued ex-
posure to inclement weather, and other
causes which lead to a deteriorated state of
the blood Called also Bloody Urine, Hcema-
turia, and Moor-ill.

Redwing, a species of thrush (Turdus
Hiacus}, well known in Britain as a winter
bird of passage. It spends the summer in
the northern parts of Europe and Asia, its
winter range extending to the Mediter-
ranean. It is about equal to the song
thrush in size, congregates in large flocks,
and has an exquisite song.

Redwing, a town of the United States,
in Minnesota, 40 miles south-east of St. Paul.
Pop. 6294.

Red-wood, the name of various sorts of
wood of a red colour, as an Indian dyewood,
the produce of Pterocarpus santcdinus; the
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wood of Gordonia ffcematoxylon, the red-
wood of Jamaica; that of Pterocarpus dal-
bergioides, or Andaman wood; that of
Ceanothus colubrlnus, the red-wood of the
Bahamas; that of Sequoia sempervirens, a
coniferous tree of California, the red-wood
of the timber trade; that of Soymida febri-
fuga3 of which the bark is used in India for
fevers, and has been employed successfully
in Europe for typhus. The Californian red-
wood is the best known. The tree reaches
a very great size, and forms forests in the
coast mountains of California. It can stand
the climate of Britain.
Ree, LOUGH, a lake of Ireland, formed
by the Shannon, between the counties of
Longford, Westmeath, and Roscommon, 17
miles long and 1 mile to 6 miles broad,
studded with islands.
Reebok (ra'bok; that is roebuck), a species
of South African antelope, the Antil&pe
capretilus. The horns are smooth, long,
straight, and slender. The reebok is 2J feet
high at the shoulder, of a slighter and more
graceful form than the generality of other
antelopes, and extremely swift.
Reed, a name usually applied indiscrimin-
ately to all tall, broad-leaved grasses which
grow along the banks of streams, pools, and
lakes, and even to other plants with similar
leaves, growing in such situations, as the
bamboo. Strictly speaking, however, it is
the name given to plants of the genera
Arundo, Psamma, and Phragmltes, and
especially to Phragmltes communis (the com-
mon reed). This, the largest of all the
grasses of northern climates, is used for
roofing cottages, &c. It is exceeded in size
by the Arundo donax of Southern Europe,
which sometimes grows to the height of 12
feet. The sea-reed or mat-grass (Ammo-
phtta (or Psamma) arenaria) is often an im-
portant agent in binding together the masses
of loose sand on sea-shores. The bur-reed
of Britain is of the genus Sparganium of
the reed-mace order. See Reed-mace.
Reed, in music, a vibrating slip or tongue
in the mouth-piece through which a hautboy,
bassoon, or clarinet is blown, originally
made of reed; or one of the thin plates of
metal whose vibrations produce the notes of
an accordion, concertina, or harmonium, or
a similar contrivance in an organ-pipe.
Reed, Snt EDWARD JAMES, K.C.B., naval
architect, born 1830. He was at one time
connected with Sheerness dockyard, and
having become an authority on naval archi-
tecture he was appointed chief constructor